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Governing in Accordance with the Laws of Nature:

on the Political Education Function of the Early Yueling

ZHANG Lian-wei, XUE Yan
(School of Marxism, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The Yueling thoughts was based on natural seasons, promoting the Heavenly Way to
understand men’s activities, transforming political concepts, norms, and laws into social behavioral norms
and practical norms, with distinct political educational purposes. Mingtang was a spatial place where
natural seasons were transformed into royal government orders, and it was also a special ceremonial
building. The emperor issued the Four Seasons Political Decree through the Mingtang to promote
enlightenment, guide production and life, regulate social and political activities, and transform the people
into customs. Rites and music were an important content of the Yueling thoughts and an important way of
political education. Through the rituals and music education of the four seasons and twelve months, they
systematize the principles of heaven, earth, and human discipline, promoting the integration of natural
seasons, ritual music, and social and political education.

Keywords: Yueling ; political education; Rules of four seasons; Mingtang;rites and music
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