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Westernization of School Spirit and Physical Freedom:
Controversy over the “Toss” Activity at Yenching University
ZHANG De-ming
(Institute of Historical Theory, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Under the influence of American campus culture, the “Toss” activity became popular on the
campus of Yenching University in the late 1920s. and has been held every year since the beginning of the
freshman year. Due to the various physical punishments that “Toss” can cause to freshmen, it is often
resisted by freshmen and even leads to conflicts between new and old students. The Ministry of Education
and the Yenching University have repeatedly prohibited “Toss”. but it has persisted despite repeated bans.
The students of Yenching University published articles in campus newspapers and magazines such as

”»

Yenching News and Yenching Weekly , discussing the pros and cons of “Toss”. The public opinion also
revolves around the discussion of “Toss”, especially in 1934 when the North China Daily launched a special
account, and most people expressed opposition to “Toss”. The debate over “Toss” on campus at Yenching
University showcases the collision of Chinese and Western cultures on the campus of the Republic of
China, and also reflects the protection and struggle of college students for personal physical freedom at
that time.

Key words: Yenching University; Toss; new students; public opinion
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