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On Pardon System of Western Zhou Dynasty

LEI An-jun

(Law School of Chongging University, Chongqing 400044, China)

Abstract: Scholars have some vague research on pardon system of western Zhou dynasty, so that they
dispute the redemption which comes from the pardon system. With the comprehensive research on
inscriptions and classics, pardon system and redemption of western Zhou dynasty can be clearly described.
In scope of pardon system, negligent, doubted and intentional crime all can be pardoned in western Zhou
dynasty. The considered factors consists of the characteristics and psychological aspects of the offender,
and the social damage of the offense. There are two kinds of pardon in western Zhou dynasty:one is the pre-
scribed pardon, the other is discretionary pardon.Pardon system of western Zhou dynasty has some content
of redemption, but the redemption was formed in the Spring and Autumn period. The redemption came
from the described pardon of western Zhou dynasty.The discretionary pardon of western Zhou dynasty has
become the general pardon which was prescribed in the law of Han dynasty. The pardon system of western
Zhou dynasty is the origin of redemption and general pardon in the following dynasties.

Key word: western Zhou dynasty;pardon;redemption
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