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Lenin’s Exploration of the Path to Realizing People’s Democracy after the October Revolution

and Its Practical Implications

WANG Xiao-zhen

(School of Marxism, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Nanjing 211106, China)

Abstract: After the October Revolution, Lenin advanced the realization of people’s democracy from
three interrelated dimensions: state power construction, institutional construction, and rights exercise.
From the perspective of state power construction, the Soviet regime was founded, which was held by the
working people, adhered to the unity of democracy and dictatorship, and was under the leadership of a
centralized and authoritative political party. In terms of institutional construction, a system was instituted
to enable the broad masses to comprehensively administer state affairs from the grassroots level. This
system included the establishment of the Soviet Congress system, the reform of the administrative
system, the restructuring of the judicial system, the introduction of the supervision and inspection
system, as well as the application of democratic centralism to state governance and economic management.
Regarding rights exercise, although democratic rights were not categorized as elaborately as they are in the
contemporary era back then, the concrete process of rights exercise truly manifested the core elements of
democratic elections, democratic consultation, democratic decision-making, democratic management. and
democratic supervision. These practices offer profound practical implications for advancing the development
of whole-process people’s democracy in the present era.

Keywords: Lenin; people’s democracy; state power construction; institutional construction; rights

exercise
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