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Research on the Chinese Household Consumption Characteristics
during the Dual-track System Period from 1978 to 1998
ZHANG Yue-ying
(Liaocheng University Library, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract; During the period of the dual-track system from 1978 to 1998, with the rapid development
of the national economy and the gradual deepening of the market-oriented reform, Chinese household
consumption entered the stage of expansion with strong demand and quantity, and fundamental changes
took place in the aspects of consumption channels, consumption contents, consumption structure and
consumption behaviors. In the way of consumption, the commodity consumption of rural residents had
become the main body, and the welfare consumption of urban residents with the semi-supply system had
gradually decreased. In terms of consumption content, material consumption still occupies the main
position of consumption, while spiritual consumption has not been put on the agenda, accounting for a
small proportion. In the consumption structure, it had experienced a historical change from poverty to sub-
sistence and then to small well-being, and had gradually advanced to a high level. In terms of consumption be-
havior, residents’ independent choice of consumption had gradually increased, and most consumers were
rational. However, as the market economy system and the new consumption order were still in the process
of establishment, the proliferation of fake and shoddy commodities, the prevalence of blind comparison
consumption, and the serious consumer psychology of worship of foreign countries had also caused a great
negative impact on the development of China’s consumer economy. The Chinese economy has been
entering a stage of high-quality development. To expand domestic demand and enhance the fundamental
role of consumption in economic development, we must take the following steps: vigorously develop the
real economy and improve the quality of consumer goods and services; optimize the pattern of residents’
income distribution and improve the long-term mechanism for expanding household consumption; accelerate
the development of a large unified national market that is efficient, standardized, fair competition and fully
open; grasp the characteristics of new consumption and actively cultivate new forms of consumption.

Key word: dual-track system period; household consumption; transitional feature
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