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Suspension of Grain Transportation of the Grand Canal and the
Transportation Transformation of Modern Tianjin

LUO Yan-jun, XU Guan-tao

(The Grand Canal Research Institute, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract: After stopped collection the tribute grains, although there were some new problems with its
water transportation, the Grand Canal remained an important mode of transportation in Tianjin due to its
own advantages. With the rapid development of railway transportation, Canal water transportation has
been impacted to a certain extent. In the 1909 “Renovation of Live Bridge” case, The plan to renovate the
live bridge was ultimately abandoned by the government, which was actually a manifestation of national
support for railway development policies. The relationship between railway transportation and Canal water
transportation has become complex and subtle, and the two interact with each other. Overall, Canal water
transportation was experiencing a slow decline. The process of modern transportation transformation in
Tianjin is a “changing chord” played under the interweaving of regional commercial development,
transportation network, and national strategy.

Key words: transforming the collection of tribute grains into the collection of coins; Tianjin; the

Grand Canal; the transportation transformation
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