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Hua Gang and the Formation of Chinese Marxist Historiography

WEI Xiao-ran, NI Kai

(1.School of Foreign Languages, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China;
2.School of History, Culture and Tourism, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China)

Abstract: Hua Gang is one of the first generation of Marxist historians in China and has made
outstanding contributions to the creation and development of Chinese Marxist historiography. Hua Gang
was a participant in the debate on the nature of Chinese society and social history. He criticized the views of
the schools of Trotsky and Chen Duxiu and strongly promoted the debate. Hua Gang’ s research on
revolutionary history has always been concerned with the reality of the Chinese revolution and the Chinese
national liberation movement, implemented the party’s revolutionary ideas, and promoted the construction of
narrative paradigms for modern Chinese history and revolutionary history. Hua Gang deeply participated in
the construction of Chinese Marxist historiography theory, combined historical materialism with the
research methods of traditional Chinese historiography, and enriched Chinese Marxist historical theory and
historiography methodology.

Keywords: historical materialism; the debate of social nature and social history; Chinese revolutionary

history; modern Chinese history
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