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The Tradition of Simple Governance and Its Modern Transformation
from the Modern Perspective of Rural Governance

LIU Hang-yu

(School of Marxism, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract: The practice process of modern rural governance modernization is mainly embodied in
institutionalization, standardization and bureaucracy. The subjectivity of rural governance has not been sig-
nificantly improved along with this process. The problem of grass-roots formalism is relatively common.
Simple governance provides an important reference for improving the efficiency of rural governance and solving
the formalism at the grassroots level, and provides an important supplementary value for the moderniza-
tion of rural governance. In ancient Chinese society, the centralization of authoritarianism and the simple
governance of rural society go hand in hand. Under the thought and tradition of rule by virtue, the tradi-
tional rural order mainly relied on quasi-officials and local elites nominated by the community itself, and
local rules and informal norms played an important role, thus avoiding the complex governance of compre-
hensive bureaucratization and functional specialization. The simple governance in the modernization of rural
governance depends on the modern transformation of the tradition of moral governance, the culture of vil-
lager and the norms of informal governance.

Key words: the modernization of rural governance; simple governance; modern transformation
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