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The Logical Mechanism and Practical Approaches of Integrating Intangible Cultural Heritage

into Local University Aesthetic Education

Taking Yantai City as a Case Study
MENG Xiang
(School of Art, Shandong Jianzhu University, Jinan 250101, China)

Abstract: There exists an inherent connection between intangible cultural heritage (ICH) and aesthetic
education. The integration of ICH into university-level aesthetic education is well-supported by policy
frameworks and follows its own internal logical mechanisms. Current research frontiers in aesthetic
education emphasize dimensions such as “life” and “society, ” while ICH research focuses on dimensions
like “people” and “place.” Both fields simultaneously address specific individuals, locations, lived
experiences, social practices, and concrete experiences. Yantai City boasts rich historical and cultural
accumulation, along with a wealth of intangible cultural heritage. Integrating Yantai’s ICH into local
university aesthetic education requires reflecting the locality of higher education institutions to help
students reconstruct their “proximity”; highlighting the locality of ICH to optimize Yantai’s cultural
ecology; and promoting the fusion of ICH with academic disciplines to achieve the goal of building a
culturally strong city. The integration of ICH into local universities and their aesthetic education holds
significant implications for the future development of Yantai City. It must be prioritized, actively
explored, and implemented to facilitate the city’s transformation from “extensive expansion” to “intensive
enhancement. ”

Keywords: university aesthetic education; intangible cultural heritage (ICH) ; locality; Yantai City
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