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A Study on the Number of Self-Laundering Offences
under the Independent Punishment of Subsequent Acts

TIAN Zhuo-yuan

(School of Criminal Law, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201600, China)

Abstract: As an ex post facto act, self-laundering already has the conditions for independent punishment,
and the traditional view of treating it as an unpunishable ex post facto act is inappropriate. The act of
money laundering is accompanied by obvious secondary dangers, which essentially creates a new risk that
is not permitted by the law, and the risk can be controlled through the introduction of the penal power of
money laundering. Independent penalties for ex post conduct are a manifestation of the revision of the
theory of ex post impunity. The combination of self-laundering and predicate offences is justified, but the
theory of ex post facto impunity is still partially applicable to self~laundering. When self-laundering and
predicate offences are punished together, the punishment within the offence of money laundering should be
light in order to avoid repetitive assessment and to achieve the effect of balanced application of crime and
punishment. For the conviction and punishment of self-laundering, it should be limited in the category of
intention, expectation possibility and subordination of complicity.

Key words: self-laundering; ex post facto behaviour; money laundering offence; ex post facto theory

of impunity
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