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The Rise and Development of Vegetable Production Cooperatives
in the Suburbs of Beijing(1953—1956)

WU Shu-li, CHEN Dan-ting
(School of Marxism, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: The development of vegetable cooperatives was a major feature of the agricultural
collectivization movement in the suburbs of Beijing from 1953 to 1956. The characteristics of vegetables,
the need to solve the problem of urban vegetable supply, and the changing attitudes of suburban vegetable
farmers all contributed to the widespread rise of vegetable cooperatives. Compared with traditional
agricultural cooperatives, the operation of vegetable cooperatives was unique in that it planned production
in accordance with the principle of “production based on sales”, practiced a more flexible system of
contracting work and production, and placed greater emphasis on dividends based on work and public
accumulation in its distribution. The massive development of vegetable cooperatives in the suburbs of
Beijing has effectively eased the contradiction between supply and demand for vegetables in the city,
promoted the cooperative movement in the vegetable-growing industry in the suburbs, and facilitated the
socialist transformation of private vegetable traders.

Keywords: vegetable cooperatives; agricultural production; Beijing suburbs; agricultural collectivization; so-

cialist transformation
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