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Zhongdu of Jin Dynasty and the Prosperous Style of Jin Dynasty Literature

ZHANG Yong-yao

(Chinese Poetics Research Center, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract: The relocation of the capital to Beijing marked the beginning of the golden age of the Jin Dy-
nasty and the transformation of Beijing’s literary history from regional literature to imperial literature.
Relying on the constantly improving political system, emperors who love Chinese culture and literature,
highly educated court officials, and scholars from all directions who participate in the imperial examina-
tions, all of China has transformed from a geographical space into a literary space where multiple ethnic li-
terati blend and interact. Palace buildings, markets, temples, bridges, and other places have become the
objects of literati’s writing, and literati’s writing is also shaping these spaces. The same collection of po-
ems by literati on snow, peonies, and lotus reflects the prosperous era of the Jin Dynasty, and the central
urban space also presents literati with an elegant and peaceful style in their creations. The writers of
Zhongdu, as well as their creative practices and literary ideas, have significant implications for the literary
circles of Nandu and the early Yuan Dynasty.

Key Words: Zhongdu of Jin Dynasty; Writing in a prosperous era; Literary space
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