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The Skilled Workers in the Historical Evolution:
Concept Definition, Role Transformation and Class Mobility

LIN Bai, CHENG Yu-xuan

( School of Economics and Management, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030000, China)

Abstract: Skilled workers play a vital role in the process of industrialization. In ancient China, there
existed groups with similar occupations or identities that evolved over time into skilled workers in the
modern sense. Scholars have extensively researched Chinese skilled workers from various perspectives,
including historical, social, legal, and educational dimensions, employing macro and micro approaches.,
quantitative and qualitative analyses, and integrating historical and contemporary contexts. This review
synthesizes existing research and arrives at several conclusions: the concept of skilled workers has evolved
significantly throughout history, transitioning from ancient artisans (Baigong) and modern military
technicians to contemporary skilled blue-collar workers and technically trained professionals. Correspondingly,
their role in economic development has expanded from basic production executors to key drivers of
technological innovation and industrial upgrading, becoming the backbone of China’'s manufacturing power.
Although their social identity and status have changed across historical periods, skilled workers have
consistently occupied a vital yet marginal position within the middle class.

Key words: skilled workers; social role; class mobility; history evolution
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