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The Construction of the “Dual Monarchy” in France after the Treaty of Troyes

WANG Yu-liang, HAO Wen-zhuo

(Institute of European Civilization, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract: In the later stages of the Hundred Years” War, England and France engaged in an intense
struggle over the French royal succession and the legitimacy of kingship. The English, relying on the Trea-
ty of Troyes, asserted their regency and succession rights in France and sought to delegitimize Charles VII
by portraying him as a “false king” through linguistic control, symbolic representation, cultural
production, and public propaganda. In response, the French side countered with the symbolic image of
Joan of Arc and the traditional coronation ceremony at Reims. Meanwhile, regional noble powers frequently
shifted their political allegiances in accordance with their own interests, further complicating the situation.
With successive military victories and strategic propaganda, Charles VII was ultimately able to re-establish
the legitimacy of his rule. This conflict over succession and legitimacy illustrates that royal authority in the
late Middle Ages was no longer grounded solely in bloodline or legal claims, but was continually reshaped
through warfare and societal mobilization.

Keywords: Traité de Troyes; Anglo-French Dual Monarchy; royal legitimacy; Joan of Arc
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