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“Ci Bu Cheng Yu” (Ilk B i& ) : Aesthetic Reception and Criticism of Southern
Dynasty Poetry by Northern Dynasty Literati

Yan Wei-zhe
(Tianhua College, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 201815, China)

Abstract: It exist a sharp contrast between the Northern Dynasty literatus LLu Xunzu’s criticism of the
Southern poet Wang Ji “ci bu cheng yu” and Jiangnan scholars”acclaim of the same verse as “Wen Wai Du
Jue”. Similarly, Lu Sidao’s disparagement of Xiao Que’s poetry provoked Yan Zhitui’s rebuttal in his
Yanshijiaxun. These polarized evaluations of Wang Ji and Xiao Que by Northern and Southern poets stem
from deeper contradictions in political-cultural milieus, literary aesthetics, and stylistic ideologies. Such
antagonism was further fueled by the hereditary enmity between the Lu’s and the Wang’s, revealing how
familial vendettas catalyzed literary denunciations. This poetic controversy epitomizes the collision,
conflict, and eventual synthesis of Northern and Southern literary philosophies amid geopolitical division.
It exemplifies the Northern Confucian elite’s appropriation and resistance toward Southern culture within
poetic aesthetics, while has a profound influence in literary criticism.

Key words: Lu’s family; Yan Zhitui; “Ci Bu Cheng Yu” ; family fend; literary polemics
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