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Quotation and Imitation: a Study of the Reception of Su Shi’s Poetry and Prose
in Korean Classical Chinese Prose

CAO Chun-ru, ZHAO Teng-fei
(School of Literature, Qufu Normal University, Qufu 273165, China)

Abstract: As a cultural giant of the Song dynasty, Su Shi’s renown and selected works had already
reached the Korean peninsula and garnered significant attention before he turned forty. His numerous
celebrated poems and prose pieces were continuously discussed. quoted, imitated, and reworked within
the classical Chinese prose of both the Goryeo and Joseon dynasties. Korean literati extolled Su Shi’s
“extraordinary talent and lofty character”, declaring “none surpassed the Master of Po” (Po Weng).
Consequently, they widely emulated his creative approach: quoting his poetry in Chinese prose to evoke
scenes and express sentiments, to articulate emotions through events, and to bolster arguments; they
also emulated Su Shi’ s various prose forms, either imitating entire works or rewriting pieces under
identical titles, with the Rhapsody on the Red Cliff being particularly favoured. Su Shi’s poetry and
prose not only enriched the corpus of Joseon Chinese prose, accelerating its development and maturation,
but also elevated its cultural connotations and philosophical depth, rendering it more elegant, intellectually
engaging, and speculative, Moreover, Su Shi’s literary works spread widely across multiple domains in
Joseon—including politics, education, and philosophy—exerting profound influence. This further cemented Su
Shi’s stature within East Asia’s Chinese cultural sphere and propelled the process of canonising his poetry
and prose beyond his homeland.

Keywords: Joseon Chinese prose; Su Shi’s literary works; citation; imitation; reception
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