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Continuity and Return: on the Preference of Wenxuan Poems in the Early Yuan Dynasty
ZHAQ Jian-zhang, YU Jia-peng
(School of Literature and Journalism, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China)

Abstract: The Wenxuan Poems held an important position in the development of poetry studies during
the early Yuan Dynasty. Faced with the realities of changing times and the transformation of the poetry
scene, poets and poetry critics of the early Yuan Dynasty continued the Southern Song Dynasty poets’
emphasis on the Wenauan Poems, and a trend of returning to the tradition of “The Selected Poems”
prevailed in the poetry scene. Poets and poetry critics of the early Yuan Dynasty either re-examined the
status of ‘Wenzxuan Poetry’ while reviewing the history of poetry development, or regarded Wenxuan
Poetry as a remedy for the ills of the contemporary poetry scene while reflecting on its shortcomings, or
used ‘Wenzuan Poetry’ as an aesthetic model while constructing their own refined and elegant poetic
systems. As a result, the early Yuan Dynasty developed a comprehensive understanding and interpretation
of ‘Wenzuan poetry.” The admiration for ‘Wenxuan Poetry’ by poets and literary critics of the early
Yuan Dynasty influenced the theoretical frameworks of poets and literary critics in the later Yuan Dynasty,
embodying the literary philosophy of ‘drawing inspiration from Jin to enrich Tang ’ in the Yuan Dynasty’s
literary circles.

Key words: Yuan Dynasty’s poetry; Wenxuan Poems; poetic style
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