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Looking Inward and Seekinging Outward:
Public Opinion and Reflections after the September 18th Incident

ZHANG Zhao-han
(School of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100080, China)

Abstract: After the outbreak of the September 18th Incident, the people of China realised that the
outbreak of the incident had a profound historical inevitability, and that with the intervention of the west-
ern countries and the League of Nations, the incident was not only a power struggle between China and Ja-
pan, but also a game of interests of the capitalist economic system. The development of the September
18th Incident was synchronised with the progress of the whole Chinese revolutionary cause. Therefore, the
solution of the northeast question could not rely solely on the people of the Northeast, but should be the
effort of the whole nation. In this process, people’s perception of China’s position in the international
world and the face of the western world also became clearer, showing an ‘inward looking” at the path of
the Chinese revolution and its power, and an ‘outward seeking’ for a better integration of modern China in-
to the world and a solution to the national crisis in the context of the international community.
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