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The Orthodoxy and Localization of Folk Belief: A Study Centered
on the Yanshan Temple in Shen County

HU Meng-fei' » ZHEN Si-chen®

(1. Research Institute of the canal, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China;

(2. College of History, Culture and Tourism, Liaocheng University, LLiaocheng 252000, China)

Abstract: Yanshan Temple is one of the most representative temples and cultural landscapes in the
history of Shen County, which has a history of more than 1,000 years. At the request of local officials, the
Yanshan Temple, which prayed for rain in the Northern Song Dynasty, was rescripts and officially became
a state shrine, Although the Yuan Dynasty did not give a title to the temple, local officials still went to the
temple to pray for rain many times during this period, which can be regarded as a continuation of “orthodoxy” to
some extent. Compared with the Song and Yuan dynasties, the status of Yanshan Temple in the Ming and
Qing Dynasties declined somewhat, but it still played an important role in local society. The temple of
Yanshan was regarded as a local scenic spot in the Ming Dynasty. and local officials worshipped the god of
Yanshan or visited the temple to pray for rain many times in the Qing Dynasty. At the same time as
“orthodoxy”, there is a “local” transformation of faith by the people. In order to get closer to the gods.,
local people created the legend of “Yanshan Ye” Guo county magistrate. Compared with the transience and
uncertainty of “orthodoxy”, the “localization” transformation of local society is the main reason for the
continuation and development of regional gods.
key word The Shen county; Yanshan Temple; folk belief; orthodoxy; provincialize
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