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“The Continuity of Chinese Scholarship” and the Epochal Significance of Wu Cheng
QIU Jiang-ning
(School of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: The Yuan Dynasty, which was established by the northern nomadic people, was a unified
dynasty with a prominent feature of multi-ethnic integration in the traditional history of China. The period
in which Wu Cheng lived was precisely an important time when the Mongol ruling class was establishing
itself in the Central Plains and promoting the integration with Han culture. Although he entered the civil
services relatively late, Wu Cheng took advantage of the era by traveling to big cities and exerting all his
knowledge in writing and teaching. With his profound knowledge and a long life, Wu Cheng devoted
himself to “magnifying the supreme truth and embellishing the great undertaking”. Under his influence,
scholars from various ethnic groups across the country came to him. Consequently, not only was his
academic thought clarified and spread far and deep but also the Cheng-Zhu School of Neo-Confucianism,
mainly characterized by the “integration of Zhu Xi’s and Lu Jiuyuan’s thoughts”, became the spiritual
sustenance for scholars in the Yuan Dynasty. Eventually, the Yuan Dynasty witnessed “the succession of
national culture” and the continuity of Chinese scholarship.

Key words: the continuity of Chinese scholarship; Wu Cheng; the Yuan Dynasty; ideological field;

multi-ethnic groups

[(RERE BE]

OLA RS2 (FE AH)F @, (R IRBE (k). LT FEB B, 1958 4., F 4 4. % 1530 R,
OCIERIF R R @ " F, Ly LSS BRAL, 2008 4, F 12 M, & 415 T XAH £ F (K A JHk Uk E D A1
) MEF KT 2023 RiiEET LFFMEB L,
O[ATIEE ART B FEBFREFRE), FEAETH (LTI, % 26, F
OLAIX HEY (BEPLAEZAL), FHAEEH (ATL). %214, F 6727

33-34 W,

113



