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On the Political Implications and Emotional Mechanism of Spatial Writing in Han Fu

WANG Qing
(College of Humanities, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321001, China)

Abstract: In diverse spatial configurations, Han Fu unfolds a poetic praxis interweaving emotional
flux with power discourse. The itinerant space constructs emotional trajectories through physical displacement,
manifesting the ideological transformation and emotional sublimation of Han literati amidst political
turbulence via three narrative dimensions: geographical expanse, historical reenactment, and affective
projection. The banquet space, as a dual arena of political ritual and domesticity, forges imperial power
fantasies alongside regional cultural identities, engendering a polyphonic spatial structure that juxtaposes
the imperial center with local cultural consciousness. Within palatial spaces, the codified expressions of
trepidation reveal Han Confucians’ existential dilemma—their advocacy for benevolent rites collides with
the immutability of autocratic governance, transmuting such trepidation into symptoms of cultural anxiety.
These tripartite spatial modalities not only expose the operational logic of institutions and power but also
serve as vessels for emotional genesis and identity formation, mirroring the intricate political sensibilities
and spiritual cosmos of Han intellectuals. Tt is this multidimensional poetic engagement with spatial
representation that enables Han Fu to simultaneously sculpt an aesthetic utopia of imperial ideals and
refract scholars’ psychological complexities, ultimately transcending both the Confucian poetic tradition
and imperial ideology within literary historiography.
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