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Chinese Language Textbooks for Junior High Schools in the Republican Era:
The Evolution, Experiences, and Implications

LI Tao
(School of Education, China West Normal University, Nanchong 637002, China)

Abstract: During the Republican era, Chinese language textbooks for junior high schools, as a crucial
medium of language education. experienced rapid development by adapting to the evolving demands of the
times. The selection of texts, a key determinant of textbook quality, progressed through three distinct
phases: the initial period dominated by classical Chinese, the transitional period featuring mixed classical
and vernacular texts, and the consolidation period characterized by integrated classical-vernacular compilation.
Throughout this process, major publishing houses meticulously considered the authorship, content depth,
and structural design of the selected texts while consistently adhering to students cognitive and psychological
development as well as fundamental pedagogical principles. These refined editorial philosophies and
practical insights remain relevant today. Therefore, examining the historical progression and accumulated
experiences of text selection in Republican-era Chinese textbooks may offer valuable references and insights
for contemporary textbook compilation.

Key words: Republican era; Chinese language textbooks; text selection; experiences; implications
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