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Mao Zedong and Han Yu
ZHA Jin-ping
(School of Language, Culture and Media, Hefei University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Among the ancients Mao Zedong studied in his life, Han Yu was a very important one. Mao
Zedong in his school-days was proficient in research and refinement of Han Yu’s articles and proficient in
chest. Mao Zedong in Revolutionary War Period had Han Yu’s poems and articles at his fingertips and
ordered iron into gold. It not only met the needs of revolution, but also expressed the thoughts and
feelings of revolutionists. During the construction of new China, under the background of political,
economic and cultural changes, in his later years, Mao Zedong’s attitude towards Han Yu was inclined
from “splitting into two” to “raising Liu and restraining Han” . Later, it returned to “splitting into two”.
His acceptance of Han Yu not only provides a generation of great people with indispensable cultural
nourishment on their growth path, but also has profound enlightenment to our academic research and
attitude towards traditional culture today.

Key words: Mao Zedong; Han Yu; splitting into two; transformation and innovation
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