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An Investigation of Cotton Policy Adjustment History in
Shandong Province during the Period 1979-1981

LIU Zhao-feng

(School of Marxism, China University of Mining&.Technology-Beijing, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract:In the early stage of reform and opening-up, the CPC and the Chinese government made
great efforts to change the irrational internal agricultural structure and the imbalanced ratio of agriculture,
forestry, and animal husbandry segments in China. Shandong Province, as one of the major cotton-producing
areas in China, made great progress in cotton production after the founding of the People’s Republic of
China. However, owing to the problems such as the contradiction between cotton and grain development,
cotton development was once trapped in trouble and developed slowly., with the prominent contradiction
between supply and demand involved. After 1979, the province gradually established the policy of “equal
importance to grain and cotton, with a focus on cotton” and adjusted the policies regarding cotton farmers’
grain ration and cotton purchasing price, which contributed to the big harvest of cotton in 1980 plus the
impact of other factors. However, the decline in grain output in 1980 caused the traditional contradiction
between grain and cotton to become prominent again in early 1981. In this context, the central government
decided to vigorously import grain, and Shandong Province unswervingly adhered to the reform policy. As
a result, both grain and cotton witnessed a harvest, finally resolving the new conflict. The adjustment of
cotton policy in Shandong Province during the period 1979-1981 represents a miniature of China’ s
agricultural production structure in the early stage of reform and opening-up, which is of reference value
for the current rural industry vitalization.
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