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Reform and Optimization of the Legal System for Charity Fundraising in the Digital Era

YANG Dao-bo, SONG Zi-qi
(School of Law, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract: Charitable fundraising, as the foundational component of philanthropic activities, bears
significant implications for the healthy development of the charity sector, the institutionalization of the
third distribution mechanism, and the realization of common prosperity. As the dominant fundraising
modality in the digital era, digital charitable fundraising overcomes numerous limitations inherent in
traditional approaches, demonstrating emerging advantages such as enhanced convenience, cost-effectiveness,
and trends toward internationalization and modernization. However, it concurrently introduces novel
challenges characteristic of the digital age. Focusing on the legal framework governing digital charitable
fundraising, regulatory evolution has progressively advanced through four phases: initial regulatory
vacuum, policy guidance, Charity LLaw-based regulation, and post-Charity LLaw amendments. Addressing
practical challenges—including the lack of targeted regulation for individual crowdfunding appeals,
insufficient technological application and regulatory oversight in fundraising platforms, imbalanced
development across platforms, and information silos in charitable data—has emerged as critical to ensuring
the orderly advancement of the third distribution mechanism. To promote the sustainable development of
public welfare in the new era, the legal system for digital charitable fundraising should be further
optimized and reformed through three strategic pathways: expanding the statutory scope of charitable
fundraising, refining governance mechanisms for digital philanthropy. and establishing a multi-stakeholder
collaborative mechanism for charitable data sharing.

Key words: public welfare and philanthropy; digital charitable fundraising; charity law governance;
fundraising platforms
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