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Zhou Zuoren and The Weekly Review

YANG Hong-yu, PAN Rui-tong
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: From 1917 to 1919, Zhou Zuoren joined Peking University and established close ties with
the contributors of New Youth , becoming a key writer for the journal. Based on this connection, he was
invited to participate in the founding and writing of The Weekly Review. Zhou Zuoren not only witnessed
the rise and fall of The Weekly Review from its inception to its suppression but also articulated theoretical
propositions such as “human literature” and “common people’s literature” during his contributions. He
emphasized that literature should be closely connected to reality, serving to enlighten minds and promote
social change, thereby addressing the historical demands of the New Culture Movement. Through the
platform of The Weekly Review, Zhou Zuoren not only deepened his own literary theories but also provid-
ed significant intellectual resources for social transformation and cultural enlightenment.

Key Words: Zhou Zuoren; The Weekly Review ; New Culture Movement
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