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Absence, Reconstruction, and Circulation: the Matrilineal Love in Beloved

XIN Ya-min, ZHU Zrqi

(College of Liberal Arts, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450000, China)

Abstract: The theme of matriarchal love in Toni Morrison’s Beloved is particularly prominent, as it
relates to the author’s account of the individual and collective spiritual heritage of Black American women.
Through the depiction of the Seth family and the Babe Suggs family under slavery, the novel profoundly
illustrates the impact of violence and love on Beloved, Seth and Denver and others. The forced absence of
love exposes Beloved to the double violence of slavery and maternal love. The difficult reconstruction of
love shows the complexity of individual and group love among Black people. The cycle of love shows the
uniqueness of Africa’s common culture and spirit, calling for the retelling of black community memories
and the integration of life.

Key words: Beloved ; matrilineal love; Toni Morrison




