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The Analysis of Motivations and Characteristics of Indonesia’s

Assistance to Pacific Island Countries

LIAO Chun-yong, Guo Yi-wei
(College of ASEAN Studies Guangxi Minzu University, Nanning 530006, China)

Abstracts: As an important country in Southeast Asia and a core member of ASEAN, Indonesia has a cer-
tain regional voice and influence. In recent years, Pacific island countries have become more and more im-
portant in the Indo-Pacific areas, and the assistance to Pacific island countries has become an important
diplomatic means for countries to play games in the Pacific region. Under this background, although still a
DAC recipient country, Indonesia has also begun to aid Pacific island countries in order to seek for his
national interests. The challenge of sovereignty caused by the West Papua issue, the realization of the
political ideal of “middle power” and the hedging demand brought about by geopolitical reconstruction are
the three core motivations that drive Indonesia to strengthen its assistance to Pacific island countries. Indonesia’
s assistance to Pacific island countries shows the remarkable characteristics of “taking ethnic and cultural
affinity as the link, focusing on non-traditional security fields, taking the national interests as the core
orientation, and taking bilateral and multilateral mechanisms as the aid platform”.
Keywords: Indonesia; pacific Island Countries; cooperative mechanism; foreign assistance
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