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Exploring Joseon’s Autonomy in Establishing Modern Customs:

Focusing on the 1881 Official Observation Group’s Study Tour to Japan

ZHANG Li-heng

(School of History and Culture, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China)

Abstract; From May to August 1881, the 1881 Official Observation Group visited Japan, which
accelerated Joseon’ s transition from isolation to openness and promoted the overall transformation of
Joseon society into the modern era. The proposals of “Commercial Prosperity Theory”, “Tariff Autonomy
Theory” and “Equal Trade Theory” reflect the updating of governing philosophy among Joseon’s elite, the
emergence of modern national consciousness, and the idea of sovereignty. These ideas became the original
intentions and purposes of establishing modern customs in Joseon, representing an independent exploration
of Joseon’s modern customs.

Keywords: the 1881 Official Observation Group; He Ruzhang; Meiji Japan; customs
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