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A Value Examination of the Grammatical Patterns in Classical Texts
——On Zhang Linghan’s A Study of the Grammatical Patterns in Classical Texts

PAN Wu-zheng
(Center for Chinese Poetic Studies, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241002, China)

Abstract: Zhang Linghan was a lesser-known scholar during the Republic of China period. Influenced
by the Tongcheng School, his academic work emphasized principles and methods, culminating in his book
A Study of the Grammatical Patterns in Classical Texts. This work examines the grammatical patterns
of six classics—The Book of Songs, The Book of Documents, The Analects, The Mencius, The Zuo
Commentary, and The Zhuangzi—with the aim of uncovering the path to Great Unity and Universal
Peace, thereby seeking a way forward for social development. Since grammatical patterns were regarded as
the pathway to understanding the Dao (Way), the book systematically and concisely summarizes the
grammatical structures of these classical texts and analyzes the implications of various rhetorical methods,
striving to legitimize the study of grammar. Moreover, amid the debate between classical and vernacular
Chinese, Zhang emphasized that grammatical patterns were the strength of classical writing and served as
the criterion for distinguishing classical from vernacular Chinese. Focusing on the study of grammatical
patterns in classical texts during a unique historical period, Zhang not only advanced the literary interpre-
tation of Confucian classics but also contributed to revitalizing classical literature and culture during a time
of decline.

Keywords: Zhang Linghan; A Study of the Grammatical Patterns in Classical Texts; Vernacular

Chinese Movement; New Culture Movement

[REHE BEE]

58



