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War, peoples livelihood and politics: Water conservancy construction in the border

area of Shanxi, Hebei and Henan during the Anti— Japanese War

YANG Ke-chun

(School of Marxism, Central China Normal University, Hubei 430079, China)

Abstract: During the Anti-Japanese War period. frequent natural disasters were a common agricultural
development dilemma in the anti-Japanese base areas of North China. Water conservancy is the lifeblood of
agriculture. The Jin-Hebei-Lu-Henan border area has built a number of durable water conservancy facilities
through a series of all-round and three-dimensional measures, such as the combination of government and
people, the combination of sound system and perfect legislation, the combination of facility construction
and daily maintenance, the combination of water conservancy loans and technical personnel, and the com-
bination of water conservancy construction and afforestation. These measures are both realistic and imme-
diate, long-term and systematic. Water conservancy construction in the border areas increased grain pro-
duction, guaranteed the supply of the war of resistance, and thus supported the lasting war of resistance.
The water conservancy construction in the border area consolidated the forces of all parties, strengthened
the anti-Japanese troops, and thus led the people’s Anti-Japanese War. Water conservancy construction al-
so has a certain political effect, which is conducive to the shaping of the image of the Communist Party of
China, the strengthening of political identity and the improvement of mobilization ability.

Key words: Shanxi; Hebei; Luyu; anti-Japanese base area; water conservancy construction
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