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Review and Prospect of the Place Names Research on the Grand Canal

ZHOU Jia', BU Naijing’
(1.The Grand Canal Research Institute, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China,
2.The Library of Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract: The origin, development, and evolution of the place names of the Grand Canal are closely
related to the opening of the Grand Canal and the prosperity of water transport. They are an important part
of the cultural resources of the Grand Canal, recording the development process of the Grand Canal, carry-
ing the rich culture of the Grand Canal, and showcasing the regional characteristics and humanistic spirit of
the canal zone. At present, the research on the place names of the Grand Canal mainly involves place name
verification, cultural interpretation of place names, regional social appearance of place name changes, place
name value and heritage protection. Some scholars have put forward innovative academic viewpoints. The
study of place names on the Grand Canal should occupy a fundamental and important position in Canal-olo-
gy. In the future, new theories, methods, and tools can be applied for research, providing new perspectives and
platforms for advancing the in-depth study of Canal-ology.

Key words: The Grand Canal; research on the place names; canal-ology; cultural perspective
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