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Lenin's Thought on Arming the Proletarian Party with Theory

and Its Contemporary Inspirations

Based on the Text Interpretation of What Is to Be Done?

ZHAT Zheng-hui

(School of Marxism, Central University of Finance and Economics, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: What is to be Done? is Lenin’s classic literature on the theoretical construction of proletarian
political parties. Armed with scientific theory is an important means for the proletarian party to maintain
progressiveness. In the face of new international and domestic situations such as the increasingly concealed
exploitation methods of the bourgeoisie and the internal ideological confusion of the proletariat at that
time, Lenin systematically answered questions such as why theoretical armament of the proletarian party is
necessary, what theories should be used to arm the proletarian party, and how to arm the proletarian party
with theory in his book What is to be Done? and focused on expounding the theoretical armament ideas of
the proletarian party. Lenin’s thought has important implications for the CPC to adhere to the great new
project of building the Party by thinking, strengthening the Party by theory and promoting the Party
building. On the new journey, we must strengthen the theoretical armed forces of the Party, adhere to the
guidance of Marxism, serve the Party’s central tasks, resolutely struggle against erroneous ideological
trends, firmly grasp the leading cadres as the “key minority”.

Key words: Lenin; What Is to Be Done?; the proletarian party;theoretical armament;theoretical strong party

[(BEHE W]

14



