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Research on the Path of Shandong Provincial Committee

in Promoting the Reform of Agricultural Production Responsibility System (1978—1984)

XU Yun, ZHANG Bao-li

(School of Marxism, Harbin Institute of Technology at Weihai, Weihai 264209, China;
Party School of the Jinan Municipal Zhangqiu District Committee, Jinan 250200, China)

Abstract: As the core hub for realizing the“central-local interaction” of China’s rural reform, the
provincial party committee’ s approach to reform is crucial for policy implementation, localization, and
orderly development. From 1978 to 1984, the Shandong Provincial Committee steadily advanced the reform
of the agricultural production responsibility system across the province in three ways: First, it closely fol-
lowed the central government’s pace, promptly disseminating and implementing central reform policies
and guidelines to local grassroots levels. Second, it continuously absorbed local reform practices through
field investigations and symposiums, summarizing and improving reform policies while promoting regional
reform models and encouraging exploration of locally suitable responsibility systems. Finally, it adjusted
reform directions in a timely manner based on central policy changes and local reform practices, and pro-
moted the construction of a“province-prefecture-county” three-level agricultural cadre training system to
provide important guarantees. The Shandong Provincial Committee’s promotion of the agricultural produc-
tion responsibility system reform is a gradual microcosm of China’s rural reform at the provincial level and
a typical example of understanding the benign interaction between “top-level design and grassroots explo-
ration.”
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