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A Review of the Japanese Academia’s Research on Japan’s Seizure of
Commercial Rights in Modern Chinese Mainland

ZHANG Li-heng
(School of History, Culture and Tourism, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000 China)

Abstract: The acquisition and loss of commercial rights in inland China serves as a barometer of Sino-
Japanese relations in the modern era, and studying this issue can reveal the systemic and prolonged nature
of Japan’s invasion of China. Research in the Japanese academic community on this topic has a history of over 90
years, characterized by interdisciplinary discussions and case-specific studies. However, there are notable
gaps, such as the lack of organic connections between individual cases, resulting in a “fragmented”
approach. The focus has been disproportionately placed on Japan’s economic activities in collaboration
with other imperial powers, neglecting a deeper analysis of the aggressive motives behind Japan’s seizure
of commercial rights and its detrimental impact on Chinese society. Furthermore, there is a lack of
coherence in the study of Japan’s foreign policy during the Meiji period, particularly in the 1870s to 1890s,
with numerous ambiguities in the research on Japan’s appropriation of commercial rights in inland China.

Key words: commercial rights in inland China; the Treaty of Amity and Commerce between China and

Japan; the First Sino-Japanese War; the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation between China and Japan
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