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Wang Yangming and Zhang Xuecheng: Historical View and Changes of the Times
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Abstract: Wang Yangming and Zhang Xuecheng, as famous thinkers in the Ming and Qing dynasties,
respectively, deserve a deeper exploration of their historical views. In terms of views about historical

&

changes, Wang Yangming focused on “cultivating conscience”, while Zhang Xuecheng focused on
“investigating changes in the times”. In terms of examining the intention of historical changes, Wang
Yangming focused on solving real social problems, while Zhang Xuecheng focused on “using historical
writings to convey truth” and conformed to the governing ideology of the rulers of the dynasty. In terms of
the relationship between the emperor and the people, Wang Yangming believed that “the survival of the
monarch is related to the people” and attached importance to the role of the people in historical changes.
Zhang Xuecheng focused on elucidating the “Holy King’ s reign and govern in his way”, aiming to
demonstrate the rationality and necessity of the existing ruling order. The divergences in historical views
between Wang Yangming and Zhang Xuecheng are not only related to their life journeys, but also reflects
the changes of the times in the intellectual field of scholars, which implies the trajectory of social construction,
ideological integration, cultural orientation, and other aspects during the Ming and Qing dynasties.
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