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The Stylistic Characteristics of Ming and Qing Eight Part Essays: Parallelism and Duality

CHEN Wei-zhao

(Research Center for Ancient Chinese Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: From the Ming Dynasty to the end of the Qing Dynasty, the literary form of the Eight Part

Essay underwent a series of changes. Writers of Ming and Qing Eight Part Essays arranged the structure of

their articles based on the characteristics of the test question types, which resulted in the main body of

Ming and Qing Eight Part Essays not only having dual forms such as two fans, four paragraphs, six parts,

eight parts, and twelve parts, but also having parallel forms such as three parts, five parts, seven parts,

and nine parts. After the Ming Dynasty’s Chenghua period, the eight part essay became the norm. After

the reign of Emperor Jiaging in the Qing Dynasty, the eight part essay became the norm with six parts.

During the Qing Dynasty, eight part writers made a compromise between “Using parallelism or duality as

stylistic features” and “using ancient Chinese as current writing”. They proposed the rhetorical principle of

“transforming the form of parallelism or duality into the form of prose”.

Key words: Using parallelism or duality as stylistic features; Six-part essay; Odd-part essay; transforming the

form of parallelism or duality into the form of prose
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