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Eastern Essence and East-West Cultural Dialogue

a Multidimensional Study of Ji Xianlin’s Prose

ZHAO Jie
(School of Liberal Arts, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China)

Abstract: Ji Xianlin, a scholar-essayist versed in both Eastern and Western learning, achieved
multidimensional integration of academic research and literary creation in ideological depth, aesthetic
innovation, and transregional expression. Ideologically, his prose embodies the Confucian scholar’ s
commitment to benevolence and patriotism., reflects Daoist naturalism in contemplating life, and embraces
Buddhist compassion through the lens of impermanence, revealing a complementary Eastern philosophical
foundation. Aesthetically, it balances classical Chinese virtues—harmony, simplicity, and negative
space—with cross-cultural imagery and musical structures, facilitating a transcultural dialogue in
aesthetics. Spatially, narratives centered on his hometown, Géttingen, and Peking University’s Yan Yuan
form a transregional framework, permeated by the writer’ s diasporic consciousness as a “wanderer
between worlds”.

Keywords: Ji Xianlin; prose studies; eastern essence; east-west cultural dialogue
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