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System, Heart and Nature: Humanistic and Aesthetic Dimension of Rites and Music
GUO Peng-fei
(School of Literature, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract: The aesthetic meaning and value of rites and music is the “meta-question” of rites and music
aesthetics. The answer to this question needs to be found in the origin and development of rites and music.
System, heart and nature are the basic dimensions of rites and music in the process of primitive occurrence
and human evolution. Institutions, human nature and nature are the fundamental dimensions that gradual-
ly emerged in the primitive. Human culture has changed the focus of ritual music from God to man, and
ritual music has changed from a tool to convey God’s will to a carrier of human’s essential power.
System, heart and nature are not only the humanistic dimension that manifests the subjective spirit, but
also the aesthetic dimension that presents the aesthetic implication and aesthetic value of rites and music,
which is the combination of traditional Chinese system aesthetics, life aesthetics and natural aesthetics.
Behind the way of “sages inside and Kings outside” is the dynamic relationship among the three dimensions
of system, mind and nature. The interaction and complementarity among the three outline the develop-
ment vein of the aesthetics of rites and music.

Keywords: aesthetics of rites and music; system; heart; nature
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