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On the Construction of Historical Research Paradigm Based on
Chinese Traditional Time Theory
LI Nian-qing

(Beijing Academy of Social and Economic Development; Beijing 100022, China)

Abstract: Combining the golden section method with the traditional Chinese time system of the heavenly
stems, earthly branches, and sixty year old branches, to deepen our understanding of the traditional
Chinese time system. Integrating the theory of historical cycles in ancient China, a historical cycle system
consisting of ultra long periods, long periods, medium periods, and short periods is formed based on the
year 904 AD, following a step-by-step deduction from 60 years to 3600 years to 216000 years. Through the
study of the historical periods of each period, including the Geng section, Gengzi section, and the Golden
Ratio, the driving force of historical changes is explored, and a historical compiling system with Chinese
characteristics is formed.

Ke yword: paradigm;time theory; historical cycle; historical periodization; Golden section
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