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From Family Fetters to Social Awakening: Labor Reconstruction of Rural Women in Shandong
Anti-Japanese Base Area in the Mass Production Movement (1942—1945)
ZHU Cheng-shan', LI Lin-lin*
(1. Red Culture Research Institute, Changzhou University, Changzhou 213614, China;
2. School of Marxism, Changzhou University, Changzhou 213614, China)

Abstract: The CPC has always attached great importance to the women’s liberation movement, and
the women’s liberation during the Anti-Japanese War was an important practice in promoting social change
in China. Through the practice of Yan’an’s experience of “promoting women’s liberation through labor
liberation”, the Shandong base area has explored labor forms that meet both wartime economic needs and
gender characteristics of women, including restoring the household handmade textile industry, adopting
the “work point system” for housework, and adjusting production content, bringing a large number of
rural women into the production system of the base area. In this process, the enthusiasm of rural women
in the anti-Japanese base areas in the mass production movement was mobilized unprecedentedly. They
came out of the fetters of their families one after another, supported and participated in the Anti-Japanese
War with practical actions, and became an important force in the anti-Japanese war of the whole nation
strength.

Keywords: Shandong; Tho Mass Production Campaign; labor concept; women’s liberation
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