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On the Types and Aesthetic Characteristics of Literary Criticism in “Seventeen Years”

CAO Shu-wen

(College of Literature, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of the political stance, critical concepts, critical standards, and critical
practices of literary critics, the “Seventeen Years” literary criticism either emphasizes the interpretation of
mainstream ideological discourse, balances the integration of political discourse and aesthetic discourse, or
is based on the artistic experience of writers. However, in specific critical practice activities, critics do not
completely follow a fixed type of literary criticism. Different literary criticisms intersect with each other
and also change their critical discourse with changes in the situation, thus forming three different literary
criticisms in the integrated literary criticism pattern. They interact with each other to form an artistic
tension, indicating their different understandings of Marxist literary theory and criticism, as well as their
changeability, complexity, and contradictoriness. To achieve the political and aesthetic functions of
literary criticism while serving politics and the people as a whole.

Key words: integrated literature; literary criticism; aesthetic characteristics
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