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An Analysis of the Impact of Scientism on Modern Chinese Realistic Literature

LIU Dong-fang, DING Yanan

(School of Literature and Journalism, Qingdao University. Qingdao 266071, China)

Abstract: As an important connotation of China’s new culture movement at the beginning of the 20th
century, the rationality, logic and empirical spirit advocated by it has exerted an important influence on the
development and construction of the modern Chinese realistic literature, and promoted it to develop
towards a more real, objective and rich direction. Specifically, scientism promotes the development and
deepening of realistic literary themes, promotes the development of modern realistic literature creation
methods, and urges the growth and maturity of vernacular realistic language. In today’s background of
humanities and technology, we should not only realize the positive influence of scientism on literature, but
also avoid the negative effect of excessive stylization, mechanization, and keep the humanistic care and
literary characteristics, eliminate the opposition between science and literature, realize the organic integration and
harmonious coexistence. The aim is to provide a more effective path and open up a broader space for the
present literary creation and research.

Key words: scientism; realistic literature; creative themes; creative methods; Modern vernacular
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