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The Scholars’ Mentality and Dispute of Political Views under the Reform Ideologies
in the Xining Period of Northern Song Dynasty

YUAN Hui

(School of Literature, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract: Xining period is an important stage of the evolution of political culture in the Northern Song
Dynasty. The Scholars”Mentality mainly was manifested around the upsurge of reform ideologies in the so-
cial level since the Qingli and Jiayou period of the reign of Emperor Renzong. Although the New Policy
Group and the Old Policy Group had different political positions, they had the same expectation to change
the various abuses of the Northern Song Dynasty. They made great efforts to clarify their political opinions
on the reform of the new policies especially around the issue of the change and unchanging of the Imperial
Ancestors’ Instructions of Song Dynasty. The dispute of political struggles in this period was still essentially a
dispute on national affairs. Although they are often mixed with emotional elements in their mentality. they
are fundamentally different from the enmity tendency after Yuanyou period. The dispute of political
struggles in Xining period was mainly reflected the different of reform ideas and political ideals drivened by
the mission of “taking the world as their own duty”.

Key words: the new policies of Xifeng; reform ideologie; Scholars’Mentality; struggles of New Policy
Group and Old Policy Group
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