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The Evolution of Perceptions of the Soviet Union's Kolkhoz in the Public Opinion
Sphere of the Nationalist Government Areas during the 1930s and 1940s

Huang Wen
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: In the late 1920s, the Soviet Union forcibly implemented the policy of “Kolkhoz” on a large
scale, achieving certain results for a brief period, transforming from a “backward agricultural country”
into a “powerful industrial nation.” This transformation gradually entered the public discourse in the
Nationalist-controlled areas, and under the pressures of both internal and external crises, “Kolkhoz”
became a feasible strategy for national salvation in the eyes of contemporaries. As time progressed and the
situation of the War of Resistance against Japan intensified, the term“collectivization” gradually extended
beyond the early agricultural production domain to various aspects of social life, its meaning becoming
increasingly“generalized” and aligning with the appeals of the collectivist spirit. After the end of the War
of Resistance, “collectivization” returned to the agricultural sector, and the issue of rural land reform once
again sparked discussions in the public discourse of the Nationalist-controlled areas. In the 1930s and
1940s, the understanding of the Soviet“Kolkhoz” as an exotic phenomenon in the public discourse of the
Nationalist-controlled areas revealed the complex aspects of modern Chinese thought and social evolution.
In China, the implementation of agricultural collectivization was rooted in profound changes in social and
economic structures and historical development logic, demonstrating its inevitable necessity; while the
widespread dissemination and deep-rooted acceptance of the concept of“collectivization” were due to the
high degree of alignment with the collectivist spirit and the deep psychological needs of the masses. This
process marked the ultimate victory and solid establishment of the communist discourse system in the
ideological realm.
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