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The Compilation of Modern Chinese Economic History Materials
in the 1950s—1960s and Its Significance

ZHANG Deng-de, SU Xue-mei
(School of History and Culture, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract: After the founding of New China, to support large-scale economic and cultural development
as well as economic history research and education, the Chinese Academy of Economic Sciences, with
cooperation from various state departments and institutions, led the collection, compilation, and
publication of modern Chinese economic history materials. During the 1950s-60s, research teams overcame
challenges to produce key works such as “the Reference Series on Modern Chinese Economic History”,
“the Data Series on Modern Chinese Economic History”, and “Case Studies of Capitalist Enterprises in
Shanghai”. These materials, highly valuable both academically and practically at the time, remain
indispensable today, frequently cited by scholars worldwide. Their enduring significance continues to
influence research decades later.
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