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“Thinking is My Fighting”

on Virginia Woolf’s War Writing

JTAO Hong-le
(School of Literature, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: As a master of modernist fiction, Virginia Woolf lived through both World Wars, and the
trauma of war left an indelible mark on her thought and artistic expression. Through works such as Jacob’s
Room, Mrs. Dalloway, and To the Lighthouse. she employed symbolism, imagery, and elliptical
narrative techniques to represent the brutality of war, dismantle its mythologies, and critique its devastating
impact on society and individuals. Simultaneously, from a feminist perspective, she articulated a concept
of “detachment” from war, advocating for the pacifist power of women as a counterforce to the violence
and patriarchal logic of warfare. Woolf’s war writing is not only a profound reflection on the nature of war
but also an expression of her deep concern for peace, freedom, and the fate of humanity.

Key Words: Virginia Woolf; war writing; “indifference” view of war
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