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New Research on Cause of “Disorder” in Tianwen

WANG Dong-hui

(School of Literature, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract: As for the cause of the “disorder” problem in Tianwen , the “incorrect bamboo slip” expla-
nation has been more popular since the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Tianwen is Qu Yuan’s work of Hebi,
and the formation of its “disordered” text form is related to the order of Qu Yuan’s inquiry on the mural.
The content of immortals and the history of Xia in the article originally consisted of two murals that ran
across different walls and were distributed in parallel. Qu Yuan did not watch the mural in horizontal direc-
tion. But looked up and down alternately and asked questions alternately in units, dividing the coherent
content. In addition, the contents of the mural also trigger Qu Yuan’s imagination and thinking, which are
expressed in the form of questioning heaven and earth and history, interspersed in the text. Under the
combined effect of the two factors, Tianwen presents a “disorder” style. “Disorder” is the original problem
of Tianwen , not caused by incorrect bamboo slip, we should not rearrange the text.
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