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Research on the Pathways for Qilu Culture Empowering Shandong Province’s Participation

in Arctic Affairs

a Practice Exploration Based on Local Actors

XU Xu', LI Wei-bin®

(School of Foreign Languages, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China;
Regional and Country Studies Institute, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of intensifying geopolitical competition in the Arctic and a critical period of
reconstruction in governance rules, local actors increasingly become an important force in resolving
governance dilemmas and advancing rule improvement. As a major maritime province of China and the core
carrier of Qilu culture, Shandong Province possesses unique advantages in industry, geographic location,
and scientific research. Guided by the “Polar Silk Road” initiative, it therefore has a distinctive foundation
for participating in Arctic affairs as a local actor. Based on the evolving landscape and focal issues of rule
competition in Arctic governance, this study takes Qilu culture as its empowering core. Emphasizing its
key characteristics “Confucian and Mencian thought as the intellectual foundation and a pragmatic and open
orientation”, this study systematically examines both the foundational conditions for Shandong Province’s
participation in Arctic affairs and the empowering advantages inherent in Qilu Culture. It further explores
the specific strategies and pathways through which Qilu culture can empower Shandong Province’s engage-
ment in Arctic affairs within the context of governance rule competition. The study finds that the values
embedded in Qilu Culture, such as ritual order, harmony., integrity, and responsibility can effectively em~
power Shandong Province to advance rule internalization, promote multi-actor collaboration, cultivate regional
branding, and enhance discourse capacity in Arctic governance. It offers an innovative model of deep inte-
gration of “culture and practice” for local actors participating in global governance, and contributes to
building a more diversified, cooperative, and inclusive Arctic governance system.

Keywords: arctic affairs; rule competition; Qilu culture; local actors
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