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Advancing Climate Justice: AOSIS and the Evolution of Loss &

Damage Mechanisms Under Climate Change

LIU Li-kun

(School of Political Science and Public Administration, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China)

Abstract: This paper shows that the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), as one of the prime
movers of the reform of the international climate governance system, has opted for a reformist approach to
fundamentally reconceptualising and redefining the normative basis of the loss and damage mechanism of
climate change. Thus, after the 1990s, AOSIS has used the “crisis rhetoric” to move from background
issues (such as the sea-level rise and extreme weather events) to the frontline of the global agenda. With a
climate insurance scheme proposal of a “Climate Change Insurance Fund” as its initial policy proposal, the
AOSIS has progressively deepened the implementation of the climate governance frameworks at the global
level. As Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage built, it has become more developed to
indicate the legal responsibilities of developed countries to supply the fund and technology as an institution, In the
structure of WIM, it was no longer limited by the value of conventional compensation concepts or
objectives and managed to incorporate the valueless losses as the subject of global law . The case of AOSIS’s
practice both shows the vulnerability states’ capacity to remake international norms using normative power
and evidences the structural injustice embedded in multilateral procedures. This twofold characterization is
crucial to grasp the justice problems implied in the global climate governance.
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[EEHE 7]

108



